DISCIPLES  OF  DEATH

their heart's content, so that they had what young men
would have; and with their own will would they never have
quitted the place.

"Now this prince, whom we will call the Old One, kept
his court in grand and noble style, and made those simple
hill-folk about him believe firmly that he was a great
prophet. And when he wanted any of his Ashishin to
send on any mission, he would cause that potion whereof
I spoke, to be given to one of the youths in the garden, and
then have him carried into his palace. So when the young
man awoke, he found himself in the Castle, and no longer
in that Paradise, whereat he was not overwell pleased.
He was then conducted to the Old Man's presence and
bowed before him with great veneration, as believing him-
self to be in the presence of a true prophet. The Prince
would then ask from whence he came, and he would reply
that he came from Paradise, and that it was exactly such
as Mahomet has described it in the law. This, of course,
gave the others who stood by and who had not been
admitted, the greatest desire to enter therein.

"So when the Old Man would have any prince slain,
he would say to such a youth, 'Go thou and slay So-and-
So, and when thou returnest my angels shall bear thee
into Paradise* And shouldst thou (fie, nevertheless so will
I send my angels to carry thee back into Paradise.* So he
caused them to believe, and thus there was no order of his
that he would not afront any peril, for the great desire
that they had to get back into that Paradise of his. And
in this manner the Old One got his people to murder any-
one he desired to get rid of."

Hassan thus freed himself of his enemies, and black-
mailed rich merchants and princes, amassing great wealth.
One of his first victims was his erstwhile comrade and
betrayer, Nizam. Thousands of Disciples were only too
eager to obey Hassan, and to renounce a life they found dull
after the Paradise still tingling in their senses. Many a
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